Over the last few years, no doubt many of you have received peculiar emails. These emails invite you to submit an article to an open access journal that promises rapid review and publication, or perhaps the email invites you to join an editorial board of a journal with a lofty-sounding namedbut you've never really heard of it. These emails are a manifestation of a rising, sinister menace in the world of academic publishing. The driving force behind this has been the exploitation of open access publishing by a rapidly growing body of predatory publishers.
When open access was first widely promoted, it promised to exploit the wide availability of access to the internet to allow rapid, low-cost dissemination of new information to scientists and physicians. Because open access does not require subscriptions, and putting these journals online still does cost something, open access publishers typically charge a fee for publishing a paper.
What has happened, particularly in the last 5 or 6 years, is that unscrupulous publishers have arisen who are able to publish rapidly, but without care or concern as to the quality of the material being publisheddso long as they receive their fee. These publishers set up numerous journals (often haphazardly interdisciplinary) and broadly solicit submission of manuscripts. For the most part, these journals conduct little (if any) peer review, which is often of poor quality. This has resulted in a vast amount of literature being published of dubious value. Naive or inexperienced authors often do not realize the trap that they have been lured into. This is of considerable concern, not only to researchers and authors, but also to consumers of journals and informationd in other words, practicing physicians and, in our particular case, radiologists. An invaluable resource to help determine if what you're looking at is a predatory journal is available online, published by Jeffrey Beall [1] , a librarian at the University of Colorado. This can be accessed at www. scholarlyoa.com, where a regularly updated list is readily accessible. Now more than ever it is becoming important to be a discerning consumer when it comes to reading the literature. 
